Twu Nebraska sisters have cultivated
a successful barrel horse breeding
and training operation that offers

world- clasa rodeo prospects.

Story by KATE BRADLEY
Photography by DARRELL DODDS
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I sowstheam Mabraska, Lavea Smith (et
and Deznna Martin ars breeding, raising
and Brzining top rodeo pr-spsts.
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8 THE ROCK AND DIRT ROAD stretches endlassly south,
the rofling farmland is typical of how Nebraska is most often
pictured. Every so often, a barbed-wire fence encirdes a
cattle pasture, interrupting the nmiform rows of crops.

Finally, the =ight of an arena plonked
dowm in the middle of a recently
harvested cornfield breaks the monot-
oty Outside of Diller, near the
Mebraska-kKansas state line 12 a small
farmhouse and white-fenced corrala,
One glance at the well-groomed, heavily
musded homses standing in the pens
quickhy egtablishes that this is not the
average Mebraska farm. Though a
carved wooden sign confirmes it, the
“R5" hipbmand on the horses easiby
identifies Rodeo Solutions, the brain-
child of two sisters who live and breathe
the rodeo industoy

“¥ioul fiound usl” says Deanna Jo
Martin. With a long-legged stride that
eatsup the ground between the
farmhouse and gravel driveway, the tall
blonde looks cominrtable in the cowhoy
hat and well-worn boots she weams,
“Laura should be heme amy minite, Can 1
offier you a drink?™

Deannal quick grin and firm hand-
shake tmmediately sets an easy tone, and
nothing brings people together like
talking horses Moments later, a trck
and gooseneck stock trailer pull inko the
drive and Deannak older sister, Laura
Smith, hops out. The blaondehair and
infiectious smile am trademarks of the
pair, and what Lavra lacks in her slsters
lanky height she makes upforin
unabashed enthusiasm.

Laua quicklyunads two horses, Her
slster steps forward and takes thelead of a
musnlar sorrel stallion,

“That's Streakin All. Hekbeen sucha
neat hose for us And this = 5toll And
Whiskey! Laura says

The dark mane and tail of the first hodsea
contrasts with the flazen mane Stali And
Whiskey impatiently tosses as heis
intmduced. The stallion knows he is an
eye-catcher If there was amy question
about the quality of horsaflesh found in
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the far corner of southesstem Mebrashe,
these two stallions put it to est.

Atall shade tree provides welcome
cover fmm the strong Mebraska man as the
cofversation contines.

“When dd we start dding? Oh, man,1
think weve been riding forever Deanna
laughs, “1t's all we do and what we love
Thiswhole thing started with our stallion,
CidoneSocks”

Seven hours later, after recording a
lifetime of stories, it impossible to
doubt the hard wore, determination,
lowe for rodeo and respect for the horse
that is deeply ingrained in Deanna and
Lanra. It started when a pair of young,
horseloving gids took a dream and
wiorked until it was thedr reality. Todeay,
the &mith name is sommmous with
Midwest roden champions.

HORSEBACK FROM THE STAKT
T the mid- tolate 19808, Roy and Karen

smith had four horse-crazy daughterson
theirhands at their home in DeWwitt,

Mebraska, yet onlya couple of horses that
wereused to wor the family's cattle, 4
vaterinaran, Roy knew that horsa

trvobrement came with ahost of
responaibdities, incuding feed and vet
bills, riding lessonsand show entry fees,
Hiwever, he dido't pause before punches-
ing plesmnre-type mounts fiorhis broed.

“wiawanbed to make aire the gids
knew how to tide, s0 we bought some
better horses” he sya “When wewould
2o to 4-H practice, we would put elght
hiorses in atiailer. The gids leamed how bo
compete, and grew tn the competitive air
af not beating your friend but competing
against yourse

From 4-H to junios roden, then to
high school rodes, the Smith name was
aften at the top of dass placingg. The
family moved from rding in horseman-
ship, Western pleasure and trail to youth
roden in 1994, The fundamentals
tngrained in the gids during their horse
show years made them better fders
who could guide a horse through the
barels, poles, breakaway and goat tying
events. Four competitve danghters
could pose a challenge, but their parents
wiere resolute in focusing on sportsman-
ship and horsemanship, rather than the
name atop the leader boand . Despite

more often than not besting each other,
the gids ramly quarmeled.

“Foy taught the gidstobeat theirtime,
not beat someone dsa says their mom,
Kaen. “That was good for them becauss
they could mn within athousandth ofa
serond to each other! We abways told
them [rodeo] was an opportunity and they
had a chiice to be good sports”

In 1955, the family decided to breed
Bucks5t Pat, a mare by Budks Bar Mone
co-owned with Womens Professional
FRodeo Association champion barel racer
and mentor Kathy O'Brien, to PC 5un
Socks by Sun Pmst ), owned by Geno Hunt
in South Dakota. While that breedin g didnt
produce a foal, Roy remained fooused on
the populasSun Frost bloodhine,

“T e thie 1994 Dipan oo Rafter Sale
catalogand. though T didn’t attend the
sale, called o to buy our stallion, Cidone
Socks, from [ranch owners] fim and Jond
Huwnt? Roy sys. “He was the high-seler
that year, as a-weanling ‘Clelone hasbeen
agreat horse for us Thekids rodesed on
him, despite him being a stallion.”

A palomino son of PCSun Sodcs and
out af Clelone Bes by the AdA-mated
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FROM FAR LEFT: Thiey sarlires
un o rich pastune at Deanna's
hamiain Dller. Tha horses am
handled &= weanlings and
started lightly in their 2y earald
yaar+ Laura successfuly piloted
Straakin 4§ to multipke bamal
fururity top 10 pladres in 2006,
and mads the finals in senior
bamal racing at the 2000 AQHS
'Waorld Champicnship Show. + Tha
supportof their parents, Roy and
Karen Smith, helped Laura (right)
and Deanrato pursus thair
dreamis of bresding and
mmpeting on quality mdeo
horses. s Tha "AS" brand is a

nod to Duanna and Laura's
fathar, Roy Smith.

racehose Cidone, the young stalion was
bed to man and also work cattle The
slsters leamed how tohandle a stallion
and pay attention to their surronndings.
When Lanra was 13 years old and Deanna
was 12, theytook Cidone Socks toa
roping clinic put on by Savannah,
Mligsouri, horseman Roy Dy %0 began
a bfong working relationship that udlt
ioto a fumily bond.

Durdfey recalls the reserved little gids
who came to ride with him. determined
to do every event better and become
horsewomen.

“That stud was the first honss1 rodafor
their father he says “Onver the years, they
fuet got better and better at everything
because they rode so much. They have
bth always ridden wll, roped good and
fun badmels good, and havesoft hands”

Drfiey’s mentorship lasts to thisday,
and the foundation methods Deannanses
tostart colts tiedoto his program. The fiest
horee Deanna started solowas Ciclone
Tiger Leo, a 1999 palomino daughterof
CldoneSocks out of Tigers Fo, by Tiger
Lo and out ofa Mr fugar King daughter
She becamee a top modeo mouant forthe
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pgiils, and is now the top boodmanein the
farmdhy's 16~mare hend. The same training
foundation onthat mare s the ndlding
hock on which they have improved
through bwio decades of horsemanship,

1t wesin high school that the Smith
star by shined: Deanna was the 2001
and 3002 Mational High Schiool Rodieo
Assocation geat bying champion. Both
[girls sw regional high school rodeo
muccess in barmel racing, pole bending.
hesaloers ay roping and goat tying. Their
homebed and -tratned horses were
factors i thetr dominance, a point that
was clearto the family.

While the ather two sisters, Connle and
Kada, dofted away from the hoss
uginess, Deanna and Laum weme meady to
take the leap into fll-time breeding and
tratning once they weme out of high schoal.
Backed by their supportive parents, the
slsbers went to work on & company name

“whe didn’t want to gowith Smith
Quarter Horses or something beceass if
wit bith got marded that wouldn't wod
Lauda says. "0 cousin was stting with
me and Deannaone day, and wewene
stmggling with aname. The first thing he
=aid was Roden Salutions! Deanna and [
both knewthat was it Ttfits us”

The birth of Rodeo Solubions allowed

the gids to payhomage to theirfather in
the bmandusad, an “RE" 1t also desoribed

huwr they wiew their program—as a8 means
forpeople to find the perfact equine
partner, asohd, athletic horse that can
take them to the top,

BUILIVING A BUSINESS
Owmningonestallion and several maes
inevitably leads to the nesd to diversify the
hend, whichis what led the Smith Emibyto
purchase their second stallion in 2001 The
Hunts salewas agatnthe pp-to soune,

Streakdn Al turned out tobe a dream
harae for the Smithk young breeding
piogram. Though he was purchassd asa
weanling, the colts mnning bloodline—
he i by Streakin Tum by Streakin Soc and
ok of Demwen Ot by Ortioe's Troublas—
was well established in the batrel horse
industig A bwist of fate enabled the
Smiths to purchase the horse, The sale
immediately followed September 11,
a0, the date of the termorist attacks on
the World Trads Center and the Penta-
o, and madny buyens were unahls to
make the South Dakota sale dusto
canceled fights, "l was the high-saller
afthe sale,

“Weveryone had shown up to the sale,
we piobably wiould not have got him.”
ays Deanna.

The young homse ved up to expecta-
tione However, the mad to AR winning

futurity season was not alweys aunmy:

'

“Dieanna really did allthe wad: on ART
says Laura “she trained him and had him
meady to go fnthe frtusities in 2006, but
then shebad a-weck with a young horss,
[and] bioke obe, pundured herlung and
tijuied her spleen. She had the horse all
seasoned up and was out She told meit
was all me, and T knew what Thad to do?

Having worked gide by slde for
diecades, the sisters’ dding shyles were
neardy identical, making it essy for one to
stiep i fior the other if need be, Lasra rode
the gtallion to win thes-State Breedens
Fuhurity amatewr dvision. The duo also
flaced in the top 10 at multiple fiturities,
picing the gtallionk athletic ability and
further establishing the Smith sisters in
the rodeo industry

Withthe reputation of Ciclone and Ali
dmwingadditonal cutsde broodmaes to
the familys Dewitt breeding and training
facility, all the Smiths wens busy Roy
supenvised the breeding operstion, while
Dieannaand Lavs started younghorses
and kept the competitve homas in top
condition. All three took part in pairing
brocdmares with stallions. At the same
time, the basrel industy was evoling,
with larger futudty offern g and more
money available for beeders, trainers
and ridems.

Drash For Perks, by Dash For Cash, was
a popular stallion in the barrel racing

industry. In 2008, the family couldn't pass
up the chance to puimchasean own son of
the stalion, a yeading named Sutent, from
Betty Wills and thelate Jerry Wells of
Puicd], Oklahoma,

I 2009, the family purchased another
yeaiding at the Open Box Rafter sale. Stol
And whiskey, by Quarter Horse racehiorss
Stoliand out of 8 mare by pooven cutting
and oow horee sire Paddye trish Whishey,
At the time the crosswas new to the rodeo
industry The coltwas bued by John and
Lis (Loigean ) Hollmann of Prenchmeans
Cuarter Horses, who own Frenchman
Lady, the dam of leading barmel horse s
Frenchmans Guy.

“wWhen Stoll was young his line had not
madean impact in the bame racing
widldk our foal was the first one to be bied
along those bnes” says Deanna. “This
cmes was one of thefirst with a champion
munningline and a champion cow horse,
Wi didn't know what was goingto happen
of the impact Stoli would have as 8 sive,
Wiz juat hoped it would be a geod match?

The sisters have high expectations that
Stali and Whiskeysoffpring will
compete among the top bare Ecing
hiorses across thecountry: The stallion s
pioving his bloodline carmes spesd and
amarts, despite the fact he was injed
during his 5-year-old barrel fiutwrity year
and unable to compete, However, 88 8

Gpear-old, he and Deanna placed in
sverdl jackpot barrel races amund
Mebraska, establshing that he adthe
ahility foretold in his bresding.

The stud barn was full and there wers
young horses to season, yet Deannaseta
goal to obitain Al American Quarter
Hirpse Association Register of herit
When the horse qualified for the amateur
and senlor barre racing at the 2010
AQHA Wordd Championship Sho,
Dieanng couldn't weit to nan m. Again,
bead Inck befiall the dui.

T lacamted oy liver when a horse
kicked me before T ran Aliat the WPRA
finalsin 2000 That was also before the
Word Show for AQHA she says "1
wanted ta ran bim, but couldnt. Launm
rode him for me and eamed his ROM [in
baoth amateur and open performance]”

Finaly, in 2012, Deannawas ableto rde
thehomseshe trained and sessoned ina
“bucket Ist™ event: the WPRLA finals. The
duin placed in tworounds and earned
cloge to $2,500, The recognition of both
Diemnna and Ali's hard work camein the
form of 2 full studboolk.

The pleces of the Smith program weme
solidhy in place. They weme oversesinga
successfil biesding operation, and
training and competing on the offspring of
their horses, But they couldnt passup an
opportunitybo sound out thestallion

selection with thesuee assfil Fire Water
Hit bloodhine FirewaterOm loe, a 1996 by
by Fire Water Flit and out of Chicago Bug
by shawne Bug, was purchased in 2012
from Ron Hanson,

The sallions camy sought-after
bloodlines that cross well on the 16 maes
Roden Solutions bresds sach year. The
mares affiera mixof unning and founda-
tion Quarter Homse lines to thespesd-
hesey stalbion Bneup. There ame bwo Dr
Hick Bar madfes; 20001 marehis Midk Flit.
out afa FireWater Flit mare, and 1997
mare Fap Em Mek Bag out of Hal fbdoon
Boone by AGoin Boone Others include a
Riocket Wirangler granddaughter, Dash Bar
Tillie Irish Thorn, a danghterof Paddys
Irish Whiskey; iy Ragedy Ann by Chick
Colone, by Colone Freddes; and mares
with Ciclone Socks in their pedigress,

“We ae unique in that we have several
stallions but not alamge broodmare band?”
says Lanra "W bieed a oumber of
outside mares to each stallion. Butwith so
madny choices, it alsolets us handpiek the
best comeses for ounsebves and our dients”

THE MATCHMAKERS

Wheen Deanra and Laura looked for a way
tostand out as bmeedens, they did so by

affering clients a mstomized package.
“viou kenow, bunving & horse s almost like

“Hioree Harmomy' and you're looking for
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LEFT: Positisely influencingyouth is important to Deanra and Laura. Riding all Rodeo Solutions-bred horses are, from left, Malks |ones riding

Streakin Leola, Radchel Hansen on Streakin Sun Frost, Tuckar Martinon Streckdn Flit and Jamie Hansen rding Cluicka ngel Rodot. RIGHT: Malles
Jores schools Streakin Leola urdar Laura Smith's @ perienced aye.

e Sl "-;:5:'_-.- S = ---.. =% Pt y 5 .. o .-\_
LEFT: ]amia Hansan and Quick Angel Rocket practice breakas 2y roping before an amateur rodes. RIGHT: With Deanna and Stoli &nd ¥Whis-
bty looking on, Rachal Hansen and Straakin Sun Frost practics running the poles bafore heading to the Mational High School Finds Rodeo in
the wrant.
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Deanna rides Mick Turn
M Streak, 3 3-year-old
filky by Streakindli
that ks swned by Kal-
kg Haythorn of Srthur,
Mebraska

THE LINE-UP

The Smith family stalicons encompass
same of the most sought-after
bloodlines in the tamel moing industry,

Ciclome Sacles, 994 palormino

Slre: PC Sun Socks by Sun Frost and out
of Frenchman's Sox by Laughing Boy
Dom Ciclore Bee by Cickone (by Easy
Jet) and out of Laughing Bee by
Laughirg Bar RBaoy

Firew ater Om o, 199 bay

Shre: Fire Water Flit by Flit Bar and out
of Slash | Haretta by Harlan

Dom Chiczgo Bug by Shewne Bug (by
Ladky Bug's Moon) and out of Chicgo

cwwl { TB) by Tanistair {TE)

Strealdnali, 200 sarel

Sre: Streakin Tum by Streskin 5 and
out of Turnin Around by Peppy San
Badger

Damy Dawn Orkoe by Oioe's Thoubles [y
Otoe) and out of Jades Dawn by Al |ad

Sutent, 2007 black

Sre: Dash For Perks by Oesh For Cash
and out of Perks by Easy |et

Dame Beautiful Dreams (by Majors
Meyers) and out of Alwe M Sasoy by
Shawne Bug

Stodi And Whishey, 2008 sorrel

Slre: Stoli by First Dowen Dash and out
of Strawberry Slk by Beduino (TB)
Dom Oats &nd Whiskey by Padidys
lishi& hiskey (by Peppy San Badger)
and out of Oats And Cream by
FArSun O Lera
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the perdiect match” Deanna says. “Wie
sold babies and finished horses, and
ablvays know who we are selling to. 1 T buy
ane ['wadt something 1 can train. A&
working woman, she might want
sxmething gemtle that she can dde when
she has time. 1 try toleam asmudh about
thebuyer as I can and then match that. We
are kind of horse matchmakers™

Onthe bresding slde, Laura feds the
same way. When selecting a cross,
conformation, atitude and size are big
fartors, but so s knowing the hisrsels
athletic ahility. Pacilitating the beat cmoea is
her goal. Deanna foruses on the remlting
affeprings training,

“Youcan almost make a horse to ondes,”
Deannasays Tiacustomer calls and
wants a gelding say, that can rope and is
started on barmels, I customize the horsa to
it what they want. 1 talk to the msomer
and try to figure out how they dda”

Whereas some people look first toa
trainer’s style to find 8 homse that will suit
their own neads, Deanna sys that their
taryers are drawn by the bloodlines
affersd by Rodeo Solution’s program. She
gets to know the buyer and triesto traina
horse to fit the rider. I the dder likes to
mde a horse predominanthy through
rein cues, and not leg cues, she will train
to that effect, and vice versa. Catering to
clients in amanner that ultimately helps
the horses have success is a priocty for
Lawra and Deanna.

All prospects are started on opling
cabves and barrels. According to Deanna.a
rope horse has to nin and rate, just lkea
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bearrel horee, so the paining is a natural
two-event fit. The2-year-olds are started
tinthe spring and ridden miore heavily in
thee fall. Sinee 3008 Deanna and Lanra
have comsigned 3-year-olds to the Fultan
Ranch Performance Horse and Production
Sale held in Augnst in Valentine, Mebraska,

“The gidd horse program complements
manyof the succesail programs out there,
Hke the Fultons? Durfey saya “ They put a
solid start on a homse, with a lot afvertical
and latems] ferion go you heve a horse that
{5 onllected, Thie gids are seally good with
young haraes and the ones that go to the
sale are really broks”

In 200 2, Kelley Heythorn of the
legendary Haythom Ranch in Arthur,
Hebraska, wasin the market for a bamel
pimapect and was interestedin the five
horses Rodeo Solutions consigned to the
Fulton sale,

“The breeding program is really put
together, and they do a great job of
training” Haythomn says. “Thehorses are
super gentle and ready to go on. When 1
called Diemnna o talk about their horses, 1
knew 1 could purchase any of them and do
wil. 1 hid on the firet homrseof theirs that
came in [the ring] and got her?

Haythorn took home Streak Em Rick
Bar, a 2009 mare by Streakin Al and out
of Zap Em Mick Bar by D Mick Bar. She
made numemous calls and texts o
Deannaand Laura, seeking advice on
mnning the mare and preparing for her
first futurty season. In 2014, the dun
winil th e Hawli Futurity rookie division
in Linooln, Mebrada,
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“¥iou get a lot of satisfacton working
with people of any ageand seeing them
hewe success, seeing them accomplish a
goal; Deanna says, “When Kelley won thet
fiaturity, 1 felt so muach pride for her
hecausal e seen herwod for ik”

Haythorn knew she dicked with the Ali
davghiter, s0in 2014, she picked up the phons
and ordemed another Smith home, Sha
purchased a fall sister to her winning meme

“Theywoiked with me for about a year,
to find the peded horsa for me to
pumchase’ says Haythom. “They put a kot of
themastves fmbo their horess, 1 know 1 have
e young howses in oy traier that are
goingto be really strong competibomn”

A solid work ethicwas instilled inboth
Deannaand Lanm by their parents at
an earty a.ge. Today, they pass that
meqtzElity down to the young people who
ridewith them.

FUTLUHE FOCLUS

The duohas ssen changes in the last vear.
In 2015, Deanna married bdanc bMartin,
andshe and her husband eside in Diller,

Roping, Riding &
and Learning

I

where Rodeo Solutions now keeps its
tratning stock. Laura semains at thetr
hiome place just 8 half hours drive north
in Deitt with the competition homes
and stallions Despite the distance thet
separates the two, it 18 obvious thedr
dedication to the homses, and sach other,
femains srong In away, Deanna says it
allows them to foeus their efforta.

“wi bath have a kot on our plate, but
each part of thisis solmportant; she says
“Hee [in Diller],T do a lot of start ing and
training ouryoungones. Lanra and dad
[ranage the bresding)] in Dewitt, and that
rwhere ourstallions and competition-age
hioses ame, The bmoodmares gobetween
breeding [there] and pastring here,

“Ifthere is a day I need to move ous
cattle, we get together Weealso mest upon
ultrasound deys to see the foals Wi get
eqcited. And there iz ahways abarme race to
go to togethes™

What has not changed is the fact that
theyare abwvays available for their dients

At Deanngs home, it isa egular
oeoumrence to heave a trailer pull inand a

YOUR NER HERO?
Join the NHSRA today to get started.
This 1s where 90

Professional World Champions
got their start.

of today's

. ’
800-466-4772 » www.nhsra.com
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young fiderunlead horses, The national
champiomships Deanna eamed in high
school still resonate withup-and-coming
roden youth, When a pobential buyervists,
it 15 oot umsaal for them to begin egulady
ddingunderher or Laumsk guidance if they
puichass a horsa,

“The kids ame a bigpart ofthe fun inthis
[levelihiood) beranss they all come with
different back gronnds but with the mme
gral, tolearn and win. Laura says “Rideo s
ajoumey. Taking a colt o buying a finighed
hiarss, it doeesc’t matter You're not goingto
b perfect off the bat. We have alot oflife
advice and a lot oflessnns learned that got
& bo this podnt. Andwewant to ghape that
whilewe help peoplewith their borses"

What began as one fathers wish to

provide his danghters with top mdeo
homes has evobred inbo 8 hicrative horss

beading and training program one that 48
making a name for itsalf far outsld e of the
barders of Mebreske &

HATE BRADLEY iz a Tewas- besad frealanca

writer. Send comments on this story to
aditi@westemharseman.com.
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